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Al and particularly Large Language models (LLMs), have had a seismic impact on the world of
Software Engineering. The world is still changing rapidly, and there are still more questions than
answers about how the advent of LLMs will impact the world of Software Engineering Education.
However, based on previous new technologies and enduring SE principles, we can make some
inferences about how things might go. In this talk we will discuss how we might want to think
differently about SE Education in light of these recent changes, consider some of the implications of
these new LLM based tools, and discuss how they will affect the students using them. The talk will
discuss some concerns about these tools and how they have been influencing students, but also how
they might be harnessed to improve SE Education.

The Promise and Peril of
SE Education in the Age of Al

Michael Hilton is a Teaching Professor in the Software and Societal Systems Department in the
School of Computer Science at Carnegie Mellon University. He is also the Associate Department
Head for Education, as well as the director of the Software Engineering Minor/Concentration. He
holds a Ph.D. from Oregon State University. He has won several awards for his teaching, including
the 2021 Spira Excellence in Teaching Award and the 2020-21 Wimmer Faculty Fellowship. He
publishes in top Software Engineering venues, where his research is focused on flaky tests and
educational research.

Date: Thursday, February 19, 2026, 8:00pm EST
Place: VIRTUAL MEETING (online only)

How to get the Zoom link for the online meeting:
¢ Send email to PrincetonACM@gmail.com
e OR look up the meeting on Meetup.com
(https://meetup.com/IEEE-Princeton-Central-Jersey-Section)

e OR visit https://manclswx.com/acmzoom.html
Information: Dennis Mancl (908) 285-1066
On-line info: http://PrincetonACM.acm.org

All Princeton ACM / IEEE Computer Society meetings are open to the public. Students and their parents are welcome.

No pre-meeting dinner for the February meeting.



